Introduction
Each year, tens of thousands of women leave the countries of the former Soviet Union for destinations all over the world. Driven by poverty, unemployment, and media images of Western lifestyles, women accept risky offers of employment and marriage in hope of finding a better life (Hughes forthcoming) . Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) report that in many cases, once a woman decides that the solution to her problems is to go abroad, she will try every agency or strategy, regardless of the risk. A woman interviewed by The Angel Coalition in Russia said: (Video, Angel Coalition, St. Petersburg, Russia) .
I want to live separately from my parents. I want to buy things. I'm sick and tired of everything. Why should it be a bad experience? I will go illegally. I will be fine. Even if it is not easy, I will try. One of my friends went abroad with this agency. She went to Germany on a tourist visa
Although some women may find the jobs, romance, and opportunities they seek, many become victims of violence, sexual exploitation, and sex trafficking. There have been many documented cases of women being deceived by traffickers after the women responded to advertisements for employment abroad. There are also cases of women being abused and/or murdered after marrying a man they met through "marriage agency" correspondence. In a well-publicized case, an American man was convicted of murdering his "mail-order-bride" from Kyrgyzstan. Previously, he had another Russian "mail-order-bride" before the wife he murdered. She had divorced him. The murderer said that the second wife would not be allowed to leave (Foster 2002) . dignity, equality, autonomy, and physical and mental well-being; i.e. trafficking, prostitution, prostitution tourism, mail-order-bride trade, pornography, stripping, battering, incest, rape and sexual harassment (Hughes, 1999, p. 1) .
Sexual exploitation is a practice by which a person achieves sexual gratification, financial gain or advancement through the abuse or exploitation of a person's sexuality by abrogating that person's human right to

Sex trafficking is the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act (Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000).
Some NGOs consider the "bride trade" to be a form of trafficking in women in and of itself because its operation depends on an inequality of power between men and women. The profit for the "marriage agencies" is based on recruiting women from regions of poverty and high unemployment, and marketing the women to men based on sexual, racial, and ethnic stereotypes. The men seeking companions or wives through this route often express their desire for women who are interested in fulfilling traditional family roles. A review of the "marriage agencies" that operate on the Internet reveals the often blatant, sexualized photographs of the women that are used to advertise the women. The descriptions of the women claim they are oriented towards pleasing men. This paper reports the findings of research on the recruitment of women from countries of the former Soviet Union by "marriage agencies." There is no known previous research that quantifies and maps the numbers of women recruited by "marriage agencies." The goals of this research was determine the following:
1. How many Internet-based "marriage agencies" are operating in the countries of the former Soviet Union?
2. How many women have been recruited by these agencies?
3. Are there particular countries, regions, and oblasts 2 from which women are being recruited?
4. Are these the same countries, regions, and oblasts from which women are known to be trafficked into sex industries?
5. How are "marriage agencies" implicated in the abuse, sexual exploitation, and trafficking of women and girls?
This paper maps the number of women recruited from specific countries, regions, and oblasts of the 15 countries that comprised the former Soviet Union. It describes the types of sexually exploitative services that the "marriage agencies" offer to men, and the likely role of "marriage agencies" in the recruitment and trafficking of women for the commercial sex industry. Known examples of abuse and sexual exploitation are described.
Methods
A variety of sources were used to determine the involvement of "marriage agencies" in the sexual exploitation of women. Web-based "marriage agencies" were a source of information on the numbers and location of recruitment of women from the 15 different countries of the former Soviet Union. Additional sources were interviews with representatives from NGOs in Russia, research interviews in Ukraine, media stories, research literature, and content analysis of Webbased "marriage agencies."
During summer 2001, searches on the Web found almost 500 "marriage agency" sites with women from former Soviet republics. Two hundred and nineteen (219) of these Web sites were indexed into a database. Sites that were non-functional were excluded. Some "marriage agencies," the largest ones, advertised women from almost all of the former Soviet republics. They listed 1000s of women. Other agencies were regional and included only women from one city or oblast. They generally listed a few dozen women. An effort was made to index web sites that were a representative range of those found on the Web. Agencies from diverse locations, especially those outside large cities, were included.
From each of the Web sites, the number of women from each city, oblast and country was entered in the database. The larger web sites had search tools that enabled the researchers to sort the women by home city or oblast. For smaller web sites, counts were made manually. There were several Web sites that compiled women from other sites or agencies. These duplications were not counted.
Recruitment of Women by "Marriage Agencies" in Countries of the Former Soviet Union
The 219 Web-based "marriage agencies" had a total of 119,649 women on their sites. There was a large range of numbers of women recruited from each oblast and country. (See Table 1 and Map 1) The fifteen countries of the former Soviet Union can be divided into three distinct categories for the recruitment of women by "marriage agencies": HIGH, MEDIUM, and LOW. Although there are large differences in the size and populations of these 15 countries, there are still noticeable differences in the recruitment of women by marriage agencies in these countries. The HIGH category with the largest numbers of women contained the Russian Federation with over 62,000 women, followed by Ukraine with almost 32,000, and Belarus with almost 13,000.
There were a few MEDIUM range countries with a few thousand women: Kazakhstan (3,037), Kyrgyzstan (4, 190) , Latvia (1,760), and Uzbekistan (1,139). The rest in the LOW category had less than 1000 women, Azerbaijan (204), Estonia (551), Lithuania (626), Moldova (884), and a few countries had less than a couple of dozen women, Armenia (23), Georgia (7), Tajikistan (8), and Turkmenistan (25).
[ Given the relatively low numbers of women from eastern Russia and central Asia, the recruitment of women by "marriage agencies," is clearly oriented towards Europe, not Asia. This may be a result of more Western oriented marketing strategy of advertising wives to Western European and American men through "marriage agencies" and "introduction services" on the Internet. Little is known about Internet "bride markets" for Asian men.
The three countries in the HIGH category (Russian Federation, Ukraine and Belarus) were subdivided by oblast and the number of women recruited mapped by oblast.
In the Russian Federation, there were large differences in the number of women recruited from each oblast. (See Table 2 and Map 2) The oblasts of Russia with the highest number of recruited women are in the western half of Russia, mostly in Europe (St. Petersburg, 15,694; Volgograd, 4897; Moscow, 3642, and Yekateringburg, 2003 -which straddles the European-Asian continental divide). Only ten oblasts had more than 1,000 women. St. Petersburg, with by far the highest number-almost 16,000-represented over three times the number of women recruited compared to the next closest oblasts -Volgograd in southwestern Russia with almost 4,900 and Moscow, the capital, with over 3,600. Some of the oblasts of southwestern Siberia (Omsk, 731 and Noosibirsk, 655) are the home of a moderate number of recruited women. Fewer than 100 women were recruited from 41 of the oblasts. Fewer than ten women were recruited from eleven of the oblasts (Dagestan, 8; Khakassia, 7; Alania, 4; Karachay-Cherkessia, 4; Birobijan, 3; Chita 3; Chukot, 2; Kalmykia 2; Yamalo-Nenets 2; Komi-Permyak, 1; and Tuva, 1).
[ Table 2 about here]
There are considerable differences in population among the oblasts in Russia. The size of the difference in the number of women recruited-for example Moscow city oblast compared to oblasts in central Siberia-may partially be a reflection of the population size and density, but the numbers of recruited women are not always in direct proportion to total population.
There were sizeable differences in the number of women recruited by oblast in Ukraine also. (See Table 3 and Map 3.) In Ukraine, there are a few distinct patterns for the recruitment of women by "marriage agencies." The Crimea, the southern most oblast in the Black Sea, has the largest number of women recruited (5,515). Oblasts with large cities, such as the capital Kyiv (3401), Odessa (3225), and Dnipropetrovsk (2742) also have large numbers of women in the marriage agencies. Generally, the oblasts with the lowest numbers of recruited women are in the western Ukraine. Seven of the nine oblasts with less than 50 recruited women were in western Ukraine (Zakarpats'ka, 46; L'viv, 41; Khmelnysts'ka, 28; Volyns'ka, 24; Ternopil, 12; IvanoFrankivsk, 10; and Rivnens'ka, 2) . There is a trend that the farther east, towards Russia, you move, the more women are recruited by "marriage agencies." Also, the southern oblasts on or those on the Black Sea have fairly high numbers of women recruited from them.
In Ukraine, generally speaking, there are cultural differences between western and eastern Ukraine. Western Ukraine is more traditional and Ukrainian nationalist, while eastern Ukraine is more identified with Russian culture (Wanner 1998) . How this might influence the operation and recruitment of women by "marriage agencies" resulting in increased recruitment of women from more Russian-identified regions is a question for further research.
Southern Ukraine has many popular resort areas. Interviews with 160 young women from Southern oblasts of Ukraine, where there was high recruitment by "marriage agencies," found that two-thirds of them wanted to go abroad. Forty percent of them said they knew there was a risk of being forced into prostitution, but they were sure that it would not happen to them. In Yalta, a resort city, 97 percent of those surveyed said they wanted to go abroad. A few-six percent-said they were so eager to go abroad that they would agree to be in prostitution, even to being "sex slaves," in order to have a rich life (Hughes & Denisova 2002 ). An earlier survey conducted in ten urban regions of Ukraine with 1,189 women and girls, aged 15 to 35, found that 40 percent of women and girls were interested in emigrating or seeking employment abroad; yet none of them considered "a job in the sex industry" an "acceptable job abroad" (International Organization for Migration 1998). The finding of the later survey that so many young women in this southern resort area want to go abroad, and the indication of some of them that they are willing to put themselves at great risk or do not recognize the risk of being a "sex slave" could explain why traffickers are able to recruit young women.
[ Table 3 about here]
The oblasts of Belarus also show considerable variation in the number of women recruited, with a low of 33 in Hrodzyenskaya to two oblasts, Homyelskaya and Minsk, having over 4,000. (See Table 4 and Map 4). In this case, the two oblasts of highest recruitment of women are the location of the two largest cities in Belarus.
[ Table 4 about here]
The mapping of the numbers and location of women recruited by "marriage agencies" reveals some distinct patterns. Clearly, there is not uniform recruitment of women across the 15 countries or within the countries. Some of the variation may be explained by population size in each of the areas, but the operation of recruiters for "marriage agencies" also must play a role. Likely factors contributing to the presence of recruiters are urban areas, especially tourist areas, where people have more interaction and connections to Western Europe and the U.S.-the markets for the women. This is an area that warrants further investigation.
Sexually Exploitative Services Offered Through "Marriage Agencies"
The marriage agencies use sexist stereotypes of "Russian" 3 women to market them to Western men. The descriptions of the advertised women emphasize their willingness to serve men and put themselves in a subservient role. According to the owner of a Moscow-based "introduction service": Although alcoholism, unemployment, and domestic violence are serious problems in former Soviet countries, the bride agencies often exploit these conditions to explain why Western men, who are presumed to be free of these problems, are attractive to women. "The reasons [women] give [for signing up with the bride agencies] are that the men of their country are extremely lazy alcoholics who beat their women" (Cengal 1999).
After women are photographed by a "marriage agency" or modeling agency they lose control of how the photographs will be used, resulting in a form of sexual exploitation. There are cases of women being photographed as models, whose pictures are then used by "marriage agencies." They do not always know their photographs have been put in catalogs or posted on the Internet. One woman, a model, whose nude pictures appeared in the American-produced "From Russia" catalog claimed that a photographer for whom she had worked sold the pictures to the agency, along with her address and phone number without her permission. She said, "They're still printing my picture, and I still get hundreds of letters and calls from ill, dirty men." She said she has met with some of the men: "This is insulting; if Russian ladies knew how these Americans saw them they would be horrified" (The Moscow Times 3 June 2000). The owner of one modeling agency that specialized in pornography ("erotic models for men's magazines") admitted that he sold a bride agency photographs of women for $5.00 each.
Most "marriage agencies" make money by selling women's contact information to men. For example, men pay $8.00 per address (with a minimum $100 payment) to the bride agencies. Other agencies charge $1000 for 15 personal introductions. The letters the men write to the women are often computer-printed, photocopied form letters. In their letters, some men are quite explicit about their sexually exploitative motives. One wrote: There are a few agencies that operate only as "introduction services." With these agencies, men have to travel to the city, and then the agency will introduce them to women. An example of this is MarriageTrip.com in Tver, Russia (http://www.marriagetrip.com/index.cfm Accessed 6 July 2001).
Of the 219 "marriage agency" Web sites analyzed, 78 of them offered men tours to meet women. In many cases, the men who buy the "romance tours" seem to consider them "sexual exploitation" tours. The men often expect to have sex with the women as part of getting acquainted. One man admitted, "We're not here to get married" (The Moscow Times 3 June 1995). Some of the women, naively thinking that the men were really interested in taking them home to the U.S. or Western Europe were distressed at being treated "like pieces of meat." One man claimed to have spent over $20,000 to travel to 20 countries in search of a woman to be his wife. He had a map of Eastern Europe and Russia marked with red dots indicating where he has been. Interviewed while in Moscow, he said that on his last trip there he met about 200 women and had sex with 30 (The Moscow Times 3 June 1995).
While some of the agencies have a narrow focus of advertising women as potential marriage partners, other agencies offer pornography and prostitution services. Several of the Web sites include nude photos of the women. The following are some examples:
• The Darling Marriage Agency in Sebastopol, Ukraine also offers "escort services" (http://darling-agency.hypermart.net/ Accessed 25 June 2001).
• The Allure Marriage Agency in Astrakhan, Russia offers "private nude photosessions of Russian models from the Russian Model Agency." • The Savva La Belle Web site offers to take photographs or/and videos of a woman including "nude" and "skin flick."
Some of the Web sites seem to be fully integrated into the sex industry. One example is the Russian Girls on the Web that offers Russian "brides," escort services, "Russian" pornography, and Russian amateurs (pornographic photos of Russian women). The site claims that "Only REAL Russian girls from Saint Petersburg can be seen on our website" (http://girls.incom.ru/ Accessed 15 July 2001). There are links that connect to typical pornographic sites from these Web sites. A number of the Web sites are quite explicit about offering services that sexually exploit women. The connection between "marriage agencies" and men's expectation that the women can be used like prostitutes can be found on "marriage agency" Web sites ABC's of Russian Women and Russian Brides, where one of the keywords used to index the site in search engines was "prostitution."
A number of the Web sites that are part of or connected to "marriage agencies" provide models for pornographers. The Russian Erotic Model Agency offers men the opportunity to come to Russia on "erotic tours" and take pornographic pictures of the women. The following is an excerpt from a promotion on the Web site offering men the opportunity to photograph women, even if they have no experience with photography. The men are assured that the women will be compliant with the men's wishes. There are a number of aspects of these types of agencies that indicate that they are likely to be involved in trafficking in women for prostitution abroad: 1) They have recruited a number of women who have indicated a desire to travel abroad or emigrate; 2) The women are single and able to move, although some of them have children; 3) The women may have tried corresponding with men, meeting Western men on tours at "socials" sponsored by the agencies, and now be willing to go abroad if the agency makes them an offer. Research in Ukraine found that traffickers often have databases of women, which includes their names, addresses, photographs, body measurements, interests, etc, which have been collected from beauty pageant participants and "marriage agencies" (Hughes & Denisova 2002) .
If you are a photographer or an artist or just an ordinary person who appreciates beauty and can enjoy it, then our Russian Erotic
Also, some of the agencies on the Web site are operating other types of businesses that facilitate the travel and trafficking of women. In Ukraine, women are most frequently trafficked through travel agencies. Most of the agencies were legally registered. There are some travel agencies that are not legally registered and do not have a license. When questioned by police they claim that they only provide consultation services and therefore do not need a license. By working with corrupt officials, the traffickers are able to buy visas, so the women travel with official documents. The women appear to go abroad voluntarily and legally on tourist visas, but they do not return (Hughes & Denisova 2002) . In Chelyabinsk, Russia, an NGO representative said that the traffickers operate in travel agencies, with each agency specializing in one particular country where trafficked women are sent (Larisa Vasileyeva 15 August 2001). In St. Petersburg, an NGO representative said that "marriage agencies" are well-organized business and "well protected" legally and by the political-business-criminal networks. The Psychological Crisis Center for Women reports that they have heard of women recruited by "marriage agencies" being trafficked into the sex industry (St. Petersburg Psychological Crisis Center 18 August 2001). As in Chelyabinsk, the same people who own marriage agencies also own foreign travel and employment agencies, some of which are known to be traffickers.
On some of the Web sites, multiple services are provided for men: correspondence with women, tours to meet women, introduction and escort services, and travel agencies. Virginia! is an agency that offers a combination of services, most of which are aimed at facilitating men's access to women. For example, the agency offers a service that monitors the women and makes reports to the men. In the Mari-El Republic, Russia, the Maksim Introductions Agency also operates the Virginia Mari-El Travel Agency (http://www.yoshkarola.com/travel/other/thoughts.html Accessed 19 June 2001). The tour agency offers tours for Russian women to Turkey, Cyprus, Europe, Jamaica, and Bulgaria. The marriage agency offers to assist men by arranging travel for their choice of women. The agency assists the women in obtaining visas. Almost all of these services are marketed to men; the men pay for all the services for the women and the travel expenses to meet them.
The agency offers English language and custom courses for local women. Men can pay to enroll women in the classes. The agency also enables men to monitor the women's performance by sending periodic progress reports to the men.
Dear gentlemen, You have a great opportunity to follow your lady's schedule of her English classes. You can also address any questions or comments you have directly to your lady's English teacher about her progress and curriculum.
Another service the agency runs is a "digital studio" to provide photographs and videos of the women to the men. The service offers to follow the woman for one week to photograph her in "the world, which surrounds her every day. The Mari-El Travel Agency offers to send women to meet men in other countries. If men do not want to travel to Russia, or do not want to get a visa, the agency will arrange to send a woman to another country to meet the man. Under the heading "Meeting CIS women in a third country," a British man describes paying the agency $1000 to "arrange the travel and accommodation for ten days together in our chosen 'mid-point'" (http://www.yoshkarola.com/travel/other/thoughts.html Accessed: 19 June 2001). The Web site also suggests that men can avoid the extra effort of getting a visa for himself and the woman by meeting the women in a country where neither of them needs a visa, or can get a Shengen visa. 4 This type of "service" could also be a scheme to send women abroad in which the woman is sexually exploited and/or forced into prostitution. In Ukraine, survivors of trafficking indicate that they were sent abroad alone with the expectation of meeting someone. The women are given a phone number and address for a contact in a destination or transit country (Hughes & Denisova 2002) .
One can see how this combination of services could easily be used for trafficking women into prostitution. According to the Global Survival Network, most of the "marriage agencies" have links to Russian organized crime groups. Trafficking recruiters take part in the "socials" or parties and build databases of women who are eager to travel, work abroad, or emigrate (Richard 1999) .
The recruitment of women by "marriage agencies" may be a way to facilitate women's access to the Internet. For example, in Riga, Latvia one of the largest "marriage agencies" in the world, Foreign Affairs, has a franchise in Mystic Café, where women access the Internet to correspond with men who have subscribed to the service. Other marriage agencies provide Internet access at their offices so women can correspond with men who pay additional fees for conversations with women. In these cases, marriage agencies themselves may not be involved in trafficking, but are providing access to the Internet and contacts in the West that may increase the likelihood of women corresponding with or meeting traffickers.
Recruitment of Vulnerable Populations
There are a few marriage agencies on the Web that either specialize in or include women or girls from especially vulnerable populations.
One agency offering "marriage agency" services is a Russian government social service agency. The Family Social Assistance Center, a subsidiary of the Ministry of Social Assistance, has a typical "marriage agency" Web site linked to it. The agency, located in Rostov-on-Don, provides medical and social assistance to "families with disabled children, single-parent families, large families, and other vulnerable layers of the population." Services provided include "psychological consulting both to children and adults" and "legal assistance to the women suffering domestic/sexual/societal" violence. The agency also provides "assistance to the lonely people inside Russia and all over the world in creating families though Internet" (http://www.fsac.don.ru/marriage/ Accessed: 22 August 2001). The descriptions of the women do not say they have been abused previously, but it is not an unreasonable assumption that some will have been from the connection to the social service agency. On this particular Web site, there are a number of women whose average age is higher than most marriage agency Web sites. Someone in this government agency appears to be exploiting their clients by advertising these women and families to a Western market. (aged 10, 12, 14 and 15) and a boy (aged 15). The 14-year-old girl is described as a "young and slim girl" (http://premieragency.hypermart.net/Odessa.htm Accessed 6 July 2001).
Women and orphans with disabilities are extremely vulnerable (Curry; Hassouneh-Phillips & Johnston-Silverberg 2001) . The loss of the social supports following the collapse of the Soviet Union has worsened the circumstances for many. There are Web sites offering "introduction services" and pornography of women with disabilities. One site called Frantana Russian Amputee Ladies is a "marriage agency" advertising women with missing limbs (http://www.frantana.aha.ru/ Accessed 6 July 2001). The services are marketed to men with fetishes for missing limbs and stumps of amputated limbs or congenital malformations. According to an amputee pornographer, "The shorter the stump is, the sexier an amputee" (Mohel 2000) . The photographs on the Web site range from modest to sexualized. The descriptions of the women often include pledges of loyalty to a man who will take care of them. On the same Web site are photographs of orphans with disabilities. Viewers are urged to send gifts or adopt them. The vulnerability of some of the children is emphasized by descriptions that say that the child is not expected to live very long.
One Russian woman amputee describes going to the U.S. to marry a prison guard who wanted a wife with a disability. After meeting him in Moscow, she returned to the U.S. with him on a tourist visa. Upon her arrival in the U.S., he locked her in the house. She could not speak English and did not know the address of the house. She said he eventually sent her back to Russia. Now, she has a business of exploiting other Russian women with disabilities by recruiting them to making disability pornography. She advertises the introduction service and pornography using her Web site:
Special match making agencies to meet disabled appeared in the countries of the West with Internet's development… it became a real industry: videos are made by professional movie makers and cameramen. Volkova arranges "match-making meetings [for]
foreigners [who] pay her money (Mohel 2000) .
Tatiana Volkova specializes in introduction services and videos for men she refers to as "sexual minorities."
These people aren't maniacs or freaks. We didn't meet dangerous or crazy among them, although many of them seem to be strange, even unpleasant. They are frightened a little bit. They are a little bit ashamed of their special attraction. Many of them try to make us believe that they are not interested in amputees, they just came to Russia to visit our country. But we can read everything on their faces (Mohel 2000) .
In an interview, Volkova says her "real dream" is to set up a brothel in Sochi, Russia with "amputee prostitutes." (Mohel 2000) .
Conclusion
In countries where recruitment of women by "marriage agencies" is popular, the general public does not understand the risk of signing up with these agencies. A NGO worker in St. Petersburg said that her mother was urging her to sign up. She said her mother told her, "Why waste your time with that work. Why not correspond with a Western man and find a better life?" The NGO worker said she knew of cases in which mothers accompanied their daughters to marriage agencies to sign them up, when the daughters are too afraid to go alone (St. Petersburg Psychological Crisis Center 18 August 2001).
Linking significant numbers of trafficking cases to "marriage agencies" is difficult at this point for two reasons: firstly, discovering all the details of trafficking cases is difficult, and secondly, official record keeping on cases of trafficking is poor or non-existent. For example, trafficking of women is not a crime in the Russian Federation; consequently, there are no official cases. In Ukraine, there has been a law against trafficking since 1998, but few traffickers have been convicted. However, NGOs in countries of origin and destination report knowing that women are trafficked through "marriage agencies." Many "marriage agencies" also operate tour agencies that are known to be the mode of operation for many women who are trafficked from the former Soviet Union
The research and findings of this research study show that recruitment of women by "marriage agencies" varies widely among the 15 countries of the former Soviet Union and within each country. Further research needs to be done to discover the factors that determine the operation of recruiters for "marriage agencies." Content analysis of the "marriage agency" Web sites indicates that many of them engage in practices that sexually exploit women by offering tours for foreign men, escort services, and pornographic photography services. The advertisement of these sexually exploitative services shows the interconnectedness of "marriage agencies" and the sex industry. Considering how the sexualized and sexist ways the women are marketed to Western men and the apparently causal way the men evaluate, select, and discard the women, the romance veneer of "marriage agencies" is quickly exposed. The presence on "marriage agency" Web sites of vulnerable women and underage children, especially those with disabilities, soliciting correspondence and marriage partners suggests that these women and children could become prey for violence men or sex offenders.
Much more needs to be known about the number and portion of women and children who are abused and sexually exploited as a result of being recruited by "marriage agencies" and leaving home to join men abroad. The findings of this research create a framework for further research on the links between "marriage agencies," sexual exploitation, and trafficking of women. More research needs to be done to make explicit connections among the advertised practices of the agencies and the harm to women. 
